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Fig. 1 Willem in his office in the Rijksherbarium (2012, then in the Van Steenis building). Photo by Jiska Bootsma-Wolthaus.

Willem Frederik Prud’homme van Reine passed away on 21
March 2020, following a prolonged iliness, which did not prevent
him from continuing his research until a few weeks before his
death. With him we lose a great phycologist and marine biolo-
gist, who was a dedicated teacher and supervisor, as well as
a good friend and colleague.

Willem was born on 3 April 1941 in Zaandam, North Holland.
His father was a high school teacher of biology and known for
his field guides on coastal and aquatic life. Willem enrolled
in the University of Amsterdam for his biology study in 1958.

' Naturalis Biodiversity Center, P.O. Box 9517, 2300 RA Leiden, The Nether-
lands; corresponding author e-mail: pieter.baas@naturalis.nl.

2 Seaweed and Seagrass Research Unit, Excellence Center for Biodiversity
of Peninsular Thailand, Faculty of Science, Prince of Songkla University,
Hatyai, Songkhla 90110, Thailand.

3 Groningen Institute for Evolutionary Life Sciences, University of Groningen,
P.O. Box 11103, 9700 CC Groningen, The Netherlands.

In 1961, he obtained his Bachelor’s degree. For his Master’s
programme, he completed four research projects:

1. on marine fungi in The Netherlands (under ADJ Meeuse);
2. onfoot rot disease in grafted cucumber (under LCP Kerling);
3. on shell disease in oysters (under P Korringa, and in col-
laboration with his later PhD supervisor and colleague,
phycologist Chris van den Hoek); and
4. on the biogeography of marine gastropods
(under HJ Engel).

He obtained his Master’s — cum laude in 1965 and spent the
following year teaching various botanical courses at the Hugo
de Vries Laboratory, University of Amsterdam.

In 1966 a vacancy arose for a phycologist at the Rijksherbarium
of Leiden University. Chris van den Hoek had held the position
previously, but was moving on to a professorship at the Univer-
sity of Groningen. Willem applied and was appointed. His remit
included research, teaching and curation of the extensive algal
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herbarium collections. Willem would fulfill these three tasks
with equal passion and dedication. Even after his retirement as
regular staff member in 2006, he carried on as honorary staff
at Naturalis Biodiversity Center, which nowadays, incorporates
the former Rijksherbarium.

Willem’s PhD thesis on the brown algal family Sphacelariaceae
(1982) remains a model of modern taxonomic revision, based
on both herbarium material and cultivated specimens, the
latter providing critical details of vegetative and reproductive,
developmental morphology. Successfully cultivating marine
algae was an enormous challenge in the early 1970s and
Willem became a master. His PhD thesis was reputedly the first
systematic study in phycology to apply the, then new, cladistic
analysis methods to morphological and developmental data.
Later in his career, Willem’s interest in the phylogeny of brown
algae would be further pursued by one of his PhD students,
Stefano Draisma, adding robust DNA sequence data analyses
to the toolbox.

Over the years Willem’s research broadened into four themes:

1. Taxonomy, phylogenetic systematics and biogeography of
selected algal groups.
The brown algal order, Sphacelariales; the green algal
genus, CaulerpaJ.V.Lamour. (also studied by his PhD student
Lisette de Sénerpont Domis); the taxonomy and distribution
of tropical seaweeds, especially calcareous reds, in South
Sulawesi (also studied by PhD student Erik Verheij); and
phylogeny and biogeography of selected genera of red and
brown algae in the mid-Atlantic islands (studied by PhD
student, Yde de Jong) were the most important.

2. Marine algal biogeography and floristics in selected re-
gions.
Macaronesia was a favourite for many years within the
framework of the CANCAP project. There was also the
Indo-Malayan region, including the Philippines and Papua
New Guinea. These ongoing projects resulted in the dis-
covery of new species, assorted checklists, and biogeo-
graphical analyses, that led to further cooperative projects
with regional phycologists. Over the years this resulted in
significant contributions to the seaweed floras of Indone-
sia, Japan, Korea, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa,
Guinea-Bissau, Mauritania, Eritrea and the Dutch Carib-
bean islands. And last but not least, there was Western
Europe. For the Dutch province of Zeeland he assembled
a special herbarium Algae Zeelandica.

3. Nomenclature of algae.
For many years Willem was an active member of the
Permanent Committee of Algal Nomenclature and of the
Special Committee for the harmonization of codes of the
International Association of Plant Taxonomists (IAPT). He
also painstakingly located the numerous holotypes of the
Pacific seaweed species described by FT Kitzing in the
Rijksherbarium. His interest in nomenclature went hand
in hand with a passion for biohistory, leading for instance
to an elegant study of the work and collections of Anna
Weber-van Bosse and her contemporaries.

4. Applied phycology.
This was an early interest, which culminated in Willem’s
editorship and co-authorship of the authoritative volume
entitled, Cryptogams: Algae in the Plant Resources of
South-East Asia (PROSEA) 15. Willem was also interested
in invasive marine algae and an acknowledged expert on
the worldwide invasion of Caulerpa species.

Willem’s uncanny skills in field observation and attention to
habitat details were unsurpassed. He used these abilities to

crucially underpin his understanding of seaweed biodiversity.
Knowing ‘how to look’ and ‘where to look’ were skills he passed
on to his many students and are beautifully reflected in his
many publications.

Following international conferences and congresses, he and his
wife, Hilda, would often combine their vacation with botanizing
along the shore of wherever they ended up. He was hosted on
sabbaticals to Japan, Australia and New Zealand; there would
have been more, had time permitted. In the Naturalis Bioportal
(https://bioportal.naturalis.nl/) 4719 specimens are listed with
Prud’homme van Reine as first collector; under the umbrella of
the multilateral expeditions, sabbatical visits to other herbaria
and conferences, that number more than doubles.

Willem’s teaching duties were substantial, and he carried them
out with enthusiasm. He taught regular courses in phycology
and cryptogamic botany throughout his career, in addition to
being coordinator and principal lecturer in the plant biodiversity
curriculum at Leiden University for many years. He was also an
enthusiastic leader of marine field courses in Normandy and
Brittany. In the 1990s he taught courses on Applied Marine
Ecology in Brussels at the International FAME College, followed
by field excursions to Wimereux. He also supervised five PhD
students and numerous MSc research projects.

Willem easily collaborated with colleagues and junior demon-
strators, making friends for life among them all. Very close
collaboration existed with colleagues in The Netherlands (es-
pecially with the University of Groningen group) and abroad
in Belgium, Germany, the UK, Spain, Macaronesia, Eritrea,
South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, South Korea,
Indonesia and The Philippines. It is no wonder, that Willem was
asked to serve on or lead numerous committees, within the
Rijksherbarium (later National Herbarium of The Netherlands),
the Science Faculty of Leiden University, and several national
and international bodies. In 1985/86 he presided over a com-
mittee to draft a new research strategy for biological research
in The Netherlands. For many years he served as phycological
editor of the journal Nova Hedwigia. He organized the Dutch
phycological community at home and worked to gain support for
research funding through the Dutch National Science Founda-
tion (NWO). Moreover, he had an important role as co-organizer
of the 5th Symposium on Fauna and Flora of the Cape Verde
Islands (4-7 October 1989) and the 6th International Phyco-
logical Congress (9—16 August 1997), both hosted in Leiden.

Public outreach was also a major activity. For many years he
lead the Leiden chapter of The Netherlands Society for Field
Biology (KNNV), numbering many amateur naturalists among
its members.

As a marine field biologist more generally, Willem also col-
laborated with marine zoologists from the Rijksmuseum van
Natuurlijke Historie (Leiden) and the Zoological Museum of
Amsterdam — taxonomic institutes that later became part of
Naturalis Biodiversity Center. This was most obvious during
large-scale marine expeditions (with zoologists Jaap van der
Land and Bert Hoeksema). Again, he brought his keen obser-
vational skills to good use whether collecting benthic algae
or invertebrates. Some of these expeditions were ship-based
(e.g., CANCAP — Mauritania in the East Atlantic 1977-1988,
Snellius-Il in Indonesia, 1984), whereas the later ones were
based in field stations on land with emphasis on sampling by
diving, snorkelling and beach combing. As with all expeditions,
field work is very labour-intensive and tiring. To that end, Willem
was delighted to collaborate with students and former students
whom he had supervised: Lisette de Sénerpont Domis in East
Kalimantan (2003), Stefano Draisma in the Bay of Jakarta and
the Thousand Islands (2005), and finally with Luna van der Loos
in Sint Eustatius, Caribbean Netherlands (2015).
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Fig. 2 Willem during his last vacation along the coast of Ibiza. 2017. Photo by Hilda Prud’homme van Reine-de Jager.

Willem had a kind and noble personality. That kindness, how-
ever, did not prevent him from fighting assertively and tirelessly
for the interests of systematic biology in general, seaweed
research in particular, and for adequate funding from the
university and the government — for research, field work and
attendance at international conferences. He was very active in
the social life of the institute and within the population of Leiden
biology students.

Throughout his career, Willem was supported by his soul mate,
fellow biologist and much loved wife, Hilda. They met as uni-
versity students and the perfect match was made. It is to Hilda,
and their two daughters, Simone and Barbara, their husbands
and the grandchildren Koen, Heleen and Tim that we extend
our sympathy.
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Eponymy

Osmundea prudhommevanreinei Machin-Sanchez & Gil-Rodriguez

NEW TAXA AND NEW NAME COMBINATIONS BY
W.F. PRUD’HOMME VAN REINE

Source: Guiry MD, Guiry GM. 2020. AlgaeBase. World-wide electronic
publication, National University of Ireland, Galway. https://www.algaebase.
org [accessed 23 June 2020].

Authorities follow the International Plant Names Index (www.ipni.org).

New order
Onslowiales Draisma & Prud’homme 2008

New families
Onslowiaceae Draisma & Prud’homme
Sphacelodermaceae Draisma, Prud’homme & H.Kawai

New genera
Caulerpella Prud’homme & Lokhorst
Protohalopteris Draisma, Prud’homme & H.Kawai
Sphacelorbus Draisma, Prud’homme & H.Kawai
Spongophloea Huisman, De Clerck, Prud’homme & Borowitzka

New subgenera
Caulerpa subgenus Cliftonii Draisma, Prud’homme & G.Belton
Sphacelaria subgenus Bracteata Prud’homme
Sphacelaria subgenus Propagulifera Prud’homme
Sphacelaria subgenus Reinkea Prud’homme

New sections

Caulerpa subgenus Cliftonii section Cliftonii Draisma,
Prud’homme & G.Belton

Sphacelaria subgenus Propagulifera section Furcigerae
Prud’homme

Sphacelaria subgenus Propagulifera section Tribuloides
Prud’homme

Sphacelaria subgenus Pseudochaetopteris section
Pseudochaetopteris Prud’homme

Sphacelaria subgenus Pseudochaetopteris section
Racemosae Prud’homme

New series
Sphacelaria phacelaria subgenus Propagulifera section
Tribuloides series Humeratae Prud’homme

New species
Caulerpa buginensis E.Verheij & Prud’homme
Caulerpa coppejansii G.Belton & Prud’homme
Caulerpa lucasii Prud’homme, Draisma & G.Belton
Caulerpa perplexa Huisman, G.Belton, Draisma, Gurgel &
Prud’homme
Gelidium amboniense A.M.Hatta & Prud’homme
Padina calcarea Ni-Ni-Win, Draisma, Prud’homme & H.Kawai
Rhipilia nigrescens Coppejans & Prud’homme

2001
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1992
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2010
2011

2014
1993
1982
1993

2014

1982

1982

1982

1982

1993

1993
2019
2019

2019
1991
2012
1990
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Sebdenia canariensis Soler-Onis, Haroun,

Viera-Rodriguez & Prud’homme
Sphacelaria recurva Y.-S.Keum, J.H.Oak, Prud’homme & I.K.Lee
Sphacelaria tsengii Draisma, Y.-S.Keum, Prud’homme & Lokhorst

New infraspecific taxa

Gelidium latifolium f. elongatum A.M.Hatta & Prud’homme
Udotea flabellum f. longifolia E.Verheij & Prud’homme
Ulva compressa var. abbreviata W.S.Atmadja & Prud’homme

New combinations

Battersia arctica (Harvey) Draisma, Prud’homme & H.Kawai

Battersia plumigera (Holmes ex Hauck) Draisma,
Prud’homme & H.Kawai

Battersia racemosa (Greville) Draisma, Prud’homme & H.Kawai

Caulerpa subgenus Araucarioideae (J.Agardh ex De Toni)
Draisma, Prudhomme, Sauvage & G.Belton

Caulerpa subgenus Caulerpella (Prud’homme & Lokhorst)
Draisma, Prud’homme & Sauvage

Caulerpa subgenus Caulerpella section Caulerpella
(Prud’homme & Lokhorst) Draisma, Prud’homme & Sauvage

Caulerpa subgenus Charoideae (J.Agardh ex De Toni)
Draisma, Prud’homme, Sauvage & G.Belton

Caulerpa andamanensis (W.R.Taylor) Draisma, Prud’homme &
Sauvage

Caulerpa macra (Weber Bosse) Draisma & Prud’homme

Caulerpella ambigua (Okamura) Prud’homme & Lokhorst

Cladostephus spongiosus f. hedwigioides (Bory) Prud’homme

Cladostephus spongiosus f. verticillatus (Lightfoot) Prud’homme

Colaconema dasyae (Collins) Stegenga, I.Mol, Prud’homme &
Lokhorst

Colaconema gracile (Bergesen) Ateweberhan & Prud’homme

Colaconema naumannii (Askenasy) Prud’homme, Haroun &
L.B.T.Kostermans

Desmarestia dudresnayi subsp. foliaceae (V.A.Pease)
A.F.Peters, E.C.Yang, F.C.Kiipper & Prud’homme

Desmarestia dudresnayi subsp. patagonica (Asensi) A.F.Peters,
E.C.Yang, F.C.Klpper & Prud’homme

Desmarestia dudresnayi subsp. sivertsenii (Baardseth)
A.F.Peters, E.C.Yang, F.C.Kipper & Prud’homme

Desmarestia dudresnayi subsp. tabacoides (Okamura)
A.F.Peters, E.C.Yang, F.C.Kipper & Prud’homme

Desmarestia herbacea subsp. firma (C.Agardh) A.F.Peters,
E.C.Yang, F.C.Klpper & Prud’homme

Desmarestia herbacea subsp. peruviana (Montagne) A.F.Peters,
E.C.Yang, F.C.Klpper & Prud’homme

Desmarestia ligulata subsp. gayana (Montagne) A.F.Peters,
E.C.Yang, F.C.Klpper & Prud’homme

Desmarestia ligulata subsp. ligulata f. distans (C.Agardh)
A.F.Peters, E.C.Yang, F.C.Kipper & Prud’homme

Desmarestia ligulata subsp. muelleri (M.E.Ramirez &
A.F.Peters) A.F.Peters, E.C.Yang, F.C Klpper & Prud’homme

Dictyota alternans (J.Agardh) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme

Dictyota angusta (J.Agardh) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme

Dictyota cervicornis f. pseudohamata (Cribb) Hornig, Schnetter &
Prud’homme

Dictyota crinita (J.Agardh) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme

Dictyota decumbens (R.W.Ricker) Hornig, Schnetter &
Prud’homme

Dictyota gunniana (J.Agardh) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme

Dictyota kohlmeyeri (Nizamuddin & Gerloff) Hornig, Schnetter &
Prud’homme

Dictyota marginata (J.Agardh) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme

2019
2001
1998

1991
1993
2014

2010

2010
2010

2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
1992
1972
1972

1997
2005

2005

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

2014

1993

1992

1992
1992

1992
1992

1993
1992

Dictyota moniliformis (J.Agardh) Hérnig, Schnetter & Prud’homme 1992
Dictyota okamurae (E.Y.Dawson) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme1993

Dictyota pinnata (E.Y.Dawson) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme
Dictyota suhrii (Kitzing) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme
Dictyota tenera (J.Agardh) Hornig, Schnetter & Prud’homme
Gelidium canariense (Grunow) Seoane Camba ex Haroun,
Gil-Rodriguez, Diaz de Castro & Prud’homme
Gelidium tropicum (E.Y.Dawson) E.Verheij & Prud’homme
Halopteris corymbosa (Dickie) Draisma, Prud’homme & H.Kawai
Halopteris paniculata (Suhr) Prud’homme
Halopteris scoparia var. scoparioides (Lyngbye) Prud’homme
Herpodiscus bornetii (Hariot) Draisma, Prud’homme & H.Kawai
Herpodiscus bracteatus (Reinke) Draisma, Prud’homme &
H.Kawai

1993
1992
1992

2002
1993
2010
1972
1978
2010

2010

Herpodiscus carpoglossi (Womersley) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Herpodiscus chorizocarpus (Sauvageau) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2014
Herpodiscus implicatus (Sauvageau) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Herpodiscus multiplex (Womersley) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Herpodiscus pulvinatus (J.D.Hooker & Harvey) Draisma,

Prud’homme & H.Kawai 2010
Herpodiscus reinkei (Sauvageau) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Herpodiscus spurius (Sauvageau) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Herpodiscus stewartensis (Lindauer) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Herpodiscus sympodiocarpus (Sauvageau) Draisma,

Prud’homme & H.Kawai 2010
Hydrolithon gardineri (Foslie) E.Verheij & Prud’homme 1993
Protohalopteris radicans (Dillwyn) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Sphacelaria subgenus Battersia (Reinke ex Batters) Prud’homme 1982
Sphacelaria mirabilis (Reinke ex Batters) Prud’homme 1982
Sphaceloderma caespitulum (Lyngbye) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Sphacelorbus nanus (Nageli ex Kutzing) Draisma, Prud’homme &

H.Kawai 2010
Spongophloea procumbens (Weber Bosse) Huisman, De Clerck,

Prud’homme & Borowitzka 2011
Spongophloea tissotii (Weber Bosse) Huisman, De Clerck,

Prud’homme & Borowitzka 2011
Spongophloea treubii (Weber Bosse) Huisman, De Clerck,

Prud’homme & Borowitzka 2011
Spyridia griffithsiana (J.E.Smith) G.C.Zuccarello, Prud’homme &

Stegenga 2004

PUBLICATIONS, ABSTRACTS, UNPUBLISHED
REPORTS, AND BOOK REVIEWS (SEPARATE)

This list was compiled by browsing through internet sources (Google Scholar,
Naturalis Biodiversity Center’s online Library Catalogue, Naturalis Repository,
Natuurtijdschriften.nl, Web of Science, WorldCat), reference lists in publica-
tions, old volumes of the journal ‘Het Zeepaard’, and the curriculum vitae (CV)
of Willem’s PhD Dissertation (Prud’homme van Reine WF. 1982. A taxonomic
revision of the European Sphacelariaceae (Sphacelariales, Phaeophyceae).
Leiden Botanical Series 6: 1-193). The annual reports of the Rijkherbarium
1968-1988, the Rijksherbarium/Hortus Botanics 1989-1998, and the Na-
tionaal Herbarium Nederland 1999-2006 served as important additional
sources. These annual reports also contain detailed information of fieldwork
and conference attendances.

The bibliography is not 100 % complete, but gives a good idea of Willem’s
enormous productivity and broad expertise.

1961
— (with Van der Meulen PE) Verslag van het onderzoekje naar het voor-
komen van Chara spec. in het plassengebied van Loosdrecht — Chara-
ceae in the Loosdrecht lakes. RIN-report, 2 pp.

1965
— Thalassiomycetes. Report of MS research project, Universiteit van Am-
sterdam, 83 + xxi pp

1966

— (with Van der Hoek C) Cultural evidence for the morphologic plasticity
of Entophysalis deusta (Menighini) Drout and Daily (Chroococcales,
Cyanophyceae). Blumea 14 (2): 277-283.

— (with Van der Hoek C) Isolation of living algae growing in the shells of
molluscs and barnacles with EDTA (ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid).
Blumea 14 (2): 331-332.

1968
— Nogmaals de zeldzame Chrysomonade uit het Kanunikkensven. Gorteria
4 (4): 53-56.
— Enige gegevens over de veervormige Sphacelaria-soorten in Nederland
(Bruinwieren). Gorteria 4 (6/8): 114—-117.



P. Baas et al.: Obituary Willem F. Prud’homme van Reine

1969
— Literatuur over in Nederland gevonden algen. Rijksherbarium Leiden, 44
pp.

1970
— Rapport over een onderzoek naar de organisatie van de bestrijding van
luchtverontreiniging in Nederland gehouden in 1970. Leiden, 24 pp.

1971
— Kiriteria voor een systematische indeling van de Europese vertegenwoor-
digers van de bruinwierenorde der Sphacelariales. Jaarboek Koninklijke
Nederlandse Botanische Vereniging 1970: 151-152.

1972

— Notes on Sphacelariales (Phaeophyceae) I. On the identity of Sphacelaria
paniculata Suhr. Blumea 20 (1): 133—-136.

— Notes on Sphacelariales (Phaeophyceae) Il. On the identity of Cladoste-
phus setaceus Suhr and remarks on European Cladostephus. Blumea
20 (1): 138-144.

— Gallen in Vaucheria-draden (Algen-Xanthophyceae). Gorteria 6 (6): 89—-95.

1973
— (with Polderman PJG) Chrysomeris ramosa (Chrysophyceae) in Denmark
and in the Netherlands. Acta Botanica Neerlandica 22 (2): 81-91.
— (with Den Hartog C) The types of Kiitzing’s new species of Corticularia,
Ectocarpus and Spongonema. Taxon 22 (1): 93-96.

1974

— Geographic distribution of European Sphacelaria-species in the world
(Phaeophyceae, Sphacelariales). Bulletin de la Société Phycologique
de France 19: 171-177.

1975
— Algae Zeelandicae: algae exsiccatae. Rijksherbarium, Leiden.

1977

— Zeewieren in Nederland. Natura 74 (5): S15—-S19.

— Japans bessenwier aan onze kust. Het Zeepaard 37 (4): 58—63.

— Voorstel tot instelling van een ‘strandwacht’. Het Zeepaard 37 (4): 69-70.

— De reis van een bruinwier rond de wereld. Gorteria 8 (10/11): 212-216.

— Het Japans bessenwier heeft de Waddenzee bereikt. Waddenbulletin 12:
410-411.

— Het Japans bessenwier heeft, na Engeland en Frankrijk, de Nederlandse
kust bereikt. Levende Natuur 80 (9): 210-213.

— Studies in Sphacelaria brittanica (Sphacelariales, Phaeophycophyta).
Journal of Phycology 13 (2 Suppl.): 56.

— (with Tjon Sie Fat LA) Geographic distribution of Bostrychia species in
the world. Journal of Phycology 13 (2 Suppl.): 57.

1978

— (with Fortuin A, Hoogwegt J) Goed zicht: een uitgave ter gelegenheid
van het eerste lustrum van de Leidse Studenten Duikvereniging.

— Criteria used in systematic studies in the Sphacelariales. In: Irvine DEG,
Price JH (eds), Modern approaches to the taxonomy of red and brown
Algae. The Systematics Association Special Volume 10: 301-323.

— Zeewierenliteratuur uit Nederland en omringende landen. Het Zeepaard
38 (5/6): 122-125.

— (with Sluiman HJ) Studies on the Rhodophyceae of the W. European
saltmarshes. British Phycological Journal 13 (2): 205.

1979
— (with Lokhorst GM) The Rijksherbarium and its contribution to phycology.
Gorteria 25 (1): 89-92.

1980
— Acladistic phylogenetic system in the European Sphacelariaceae. British
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