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Book review

T.W. May, J. Milne, S. Shingles & R. H. Jones. Catalogue andBibliography ofAustra-

lian fungi 2. Basidiomycota p.p. & Myxomycota p.p. Fungi ofAustralia, Vol. 2B.

(CSIRO Publishing, P. O. Box 1139,Collingwood 3066, Victoria, Australia, e-mail:

publishing.sales@csiro.au, 2003.) ISBN 0-643-06907-0(hardcover, vol. 2B); 0-643-

05890-7 (set). Pp. 452, 64 coloured plates. Price: AUD $ 99.

We are all eagerly waiting for the next volumes to appear. The major part of 'Fungi

ofAustralia' will give descriptions ofthe fungi based onAustralian material, distribu-

tion, synonymy, keys for identification, discussionofecology. It is hoped that the next

volumes will appear a little bit sooner, otherwise we will not see this series finishedin

our (and the present authors') lifetime.Let us hope the financers ofthis project are able

to raise some more money to get more mycologists working on this important series

about an area we are all fascinated about and know so very little. Without doubt this

book is a must for everybody interested in the region, although the informationwill

also be madeavailableon-line.

Slowly but steadily the important work ‘Fungi ofAustralia’ is published. The first vol-

ume appeared in two parts and provided an introduction to the series, and consisted of

a collectionof review essays on various aspects ofAustralian mycology. Volume 2 is

the Catalogue and bibliography ofAustralian fungi and will appear in three parts. The

first part ofthis volume two was published in 1997, and now finally the second part has

appeared. The Catalogue began as a project to compile informationon Australianagarics

and boletes. In the first part several orders ofmacrofungi were treated, and the present

volume was meant to include the remaining macrofungi. However, the Catalogue has

evolved to cover all groupsof fungi, and the present volume 2B now encompasses the

remaining larger Basidiomycota and the large Myxomycota. It may seem a littleodd that

lichens are included in theFloraofAustraliaseries, while the non-fungi Myxomycota is

includedin the series Fungi ofAustralia, but, as the authors state, “to some extent it is a

grouping ofconvenience” and the ‘fungi’ incorporate “all those organisms traditionally
studied by mycologists” and that surely includes Myxomycota.

The book contains 14pages of introduction in which also an overview is given of

which order of fungi will be treated in which volume. Of each of almost 1,400 ac-

cepted species in this volume 2B the authors are given and the publication, synonyms

and a comprehensive list of literature records of the taxon from Australia up to 2000.

Misidentificationshave been noted where they have been correctedin publications. The

book is concluded with a 58 pages long list ofreferences and an indexof the names of

the taxa used. The 64 colouredplates ofhigh quality on 16 pages give the book a more

attractive appearance.


