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Two new species of Alyxia

(Apocynaceae: Plumerioideae) from Thailand

David+J. Middleton

Department of Botany, Trinity College, Dublin 2, Ireland

Summary

The new species Alyxia thailandica and Alyxia kerrii are described.

Introduction

Alyxia thailandicaD.J. Middleton, spec. nov. — Fig. 1

Alyxia reinwardtii Blume affinis sed corollae alabastro acuminato, inflorescentia lanato, co-

rollae lobis longioribus. Ab Alyxia pisiformis Pierre ex Pitard differt inflorescentia lanato,

corollae tubo longiore et lobis longioribus. — Typus: Maxwell 74-804 (holo AAU; iso L),

Thailand,Nakhon Nayok Prov., Khoa Yai National Park, Khao Kieo, 1000 m, 12 Aug. 1974.

Forest climber. Stems puberulent when young, older glabrous. LeavesIN WHORLS OF

3437

nate, base cuneate; 15-25 pairs of lateral nerves; puberulent on adaxial and abaxial

midrib; 2.7-7.5 x 1.2-2.6 cm. Inflorescence1 2 2 5 CM LONG SHORT AXILLARY AND OR

0.51.5...................SepalsOVATE TO IANCEOLATE APEX ACUTE TO

231.11.4..............CorollaCREAMY YELLOW SOMETIMES WITH AN

6.58.20.31
0.39 of the bud length; tube 4.2-6.5 mm long; lobes 2.5-4.2 mm long, lanceolate,

apex acute; glabrous outside, pubescent in top of tube. StamensINSERTED AT 3 3 4

.................010.40.511.10.4

mm. OvaryDENSELY PUBESCENT AROUND BASE 0 6 0 8 MM LONG STYLE PISTIL HEAD

2.63.....FruitARTICLES PUBERULENT AT BASE AND APEX VERY SLIGHTLY SUCCULENT

97..................Seeds 6x5x5 mm.

Distribution
-

Thailand (Nakhon Ratchasimaand Nakhon Nayok Prov.).

Ecology -
Climbers in evergreenand dry Dipterocarp forest; altitude 700-1400 m.

Note - This species has been collected only in Khao Yai National Park and in

Sakaerat in Central Thailand. It is easily distinguished from related species particu-

larly by the long acuminate head of the corolla bud and the densely pubescent inflo-

Whilst investigating the genus Alyxia for an account of the Apocynaceae for the

Flora of Thailand, the following two new species were found. Both would appear to

be related to Alyxia reinwardtiiBlume. The descriptions are based on all specimens

examined.
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Maxwell 74-804, AAU, L).

Fig. 1. Alyxia thailandica D.J. Middleton. a. Habit, x 0.66; b. open flower; c. corolla in bud;

d. dissected flower, all x 7 (a—d:
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rescences. It belongs in series Reinwardtii under the infrageneric scheme by Mark-

graf (1977) although his system would appear to be largely artificial. A more satis-

factory system may need to wait for the much needed revision of the entire genus.

Collections studied:THAILAND NAKHON RATCHASIMA PROV KHAO YAI NATIONAL PARK 1200 M

18101969.van Beusekom & Charoenphol 1720 (BKF, K, L); ibid., 700-1200 m, 2-12-1983,

Fukuoka & Ito T-34549 (A, BKF, L); ibid., 1400 m, 11-11-1963, Smitinand & Williams 8401

(BKF, L); ibid., 1100 m, 6-10-1962, Smitinand 7475A SAKAERAT EXPERIMENTAL STATION 360 M

4121983.Fukuoka & Ito T-35017A NAKHON NAYOK PROV KHAO YAI NATIONAL PARK 950

105099979Shimizu et al. T-19693 (A, BKF, L); ibid., 1170 m, 9-9-1979, Shimizu et al.

T-18099 (A, BKF); ibid., 1300 m, 20-9-1986, Smitinand s.n. (BKF).

Alyxia kerrii D.J. Middleton, spec. nov.

Alyxia reinwardtii Blume affinis sed corollae tubo breviore, folia nitidis. Ab Alyxia nitens

Kerr corollae tubo breviore, fructu non carnoso differt.
—Typus: Floto 7402 (holo BKF;

iso C), Thailand, Loei Prov., Phu Kradung, 1300 m, 9 July 1959.

Forest climber. StemsSPARSELY PUBERULENT OR GLABROUS WHEN YOUNG GLABROUS WHEN

..............LeavesIN WHORLS OF 3 SHINING ABOVE CORIACEOUS PETIOLE

39

15-34 pairs of lateral nerves, largely obscure; glabrous; 3.1—l2.9 >< 0.7-4.3 cm.

Inflorescence 1.2-2.3 cm long; densely short puberulent; pedicels 1.1-2mm long.

Sepals ovate, apex acute; puberulent; 1-1.7 x 0.7-0.8 mm. CorollaWHITE SOME

5.56.40.30.4

of bud length; tube 3.4-4.4 mm long; lobes 1.5-2.2 mm long, elliptic, acute to

obtuse; few hairs at top of tube or glabrous outside, pubescent inside tube. Stamens

INSERTED AT 2 1 3 2 MM FROM BASE UFB01LAMENT 0 2 0 5 MM LONG ANTHERS 0 9 1 1 X

0.40.5...OvaryPUBESCENT AROUND BASE 0 6 0 9 MM LONG STYLE PISTIL HEAD

2.13.....FruitGLABROUS NOT SUCCULENT EACH ARTICLE 11 16 MM LONG 7 10

......Seeds 1.1 x 0.5 x 0.3 mm.

Distribution - Thailand (Phitsanulok, Loei, Kanchanaburi, and Ranong Prov.).

Ecology - Climber or scrambler in evergreen forest; altitude 1200-1400m.

Note -
This species was included by Kerr (1939) under the name Alyxia forbesii

King & Gamble. That species, however, is a synonym of Alyxia reinwardtii.THE

A. reinwardtiiAND MUST BE INCLUDED

A. kerrii.

Collections studied: THAILAND. Phitsanulok Prov.: Phu Miang, 1200 m, 14-11-1964, Hansen.

Seidenfaden & Smitinand 11146 (BKF, C, K). Loei Prov.: Phu Kradung, 1300 m, 9-7-1959, Floto

7402 (BKF, C); ibid., 28-11-1958,Sprensen, Larsen & Hansen 6294C KANCHANABURI PROV

1400121926Kerr 10403BM E K L TCD RANONG PROV KHAO PHO TA

13001731987Niyomdham, Kubat & Aajchompho 1425 (K).
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