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A new oriental species of the Coleopterous

genus Chelonarium

DESCRIBED BY

C. Ritsema+Cz.

NOTE XXXIX.

Chelonarium dorsale, n. sp.

Length 7 mm. — Elongate elliptical, much more broadly

rounded in front than behind, convex (above and beneath)

in the transverse as well as in the longitudinal direction

so that the insect is highest just before the middle of its

length. Subshining, pitchy brown, darker above than beneath

and than the legs and antennae, the tarsi and the short

antennal joints pale rusty red; the whole insect covered

with a tomentose pubescence and moreover, especially on

the upper surface, with long erect hairs; the colour of the

entire pubescence is greyish yellow with the exception of

an ill-defined transverse spot on the highest portion of the

back where the hairs are black, which spot is very con-

spicuous when the insect is seen sideways.

Head entirely hidden under the prothorax, strongly and

densely punctured. — Prothorax distinctly broader than

long, slightly narrower than the elytra, very broadly rounded

and sharply edged in front, the front-margin slightly up-

turned, the sides constricted before the posterior angles so

as to make the latter divergent; the basal margin bisinuate,

the middle-lobe subtruncate with rounded angles; the prono-

tum equally and rather densely covered with very distinct

punctures. Scutellum as long as broad, with strongly curved
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Hab. Java occid. — Captured by Mr. J. D. Pasteur, who

presented four specimens to the Leyden Museum.

Together with these four specimens, and from the same

sources, I received two others which agree perfectly with

the described ones, but they are smaller (measuring 6 mm.

in length), the prothorax is more narrowly rounded in

front and consequently of a narrower shape, and the

pubescence is denser and of a more yellow colour. Most

probably these two specimens are males, the four larger

ones females.

If the above described species, which is very closely

allied to Ch. unifasciatum Reitt. from East Sumatra (Notes

Leyd. Mus. Yol. VIII, p. 219), did not possess the spot of

black pubescence on the middle of the back, I should have

meant to have Macleay's Ch. villosum before me, the short

description of which (see Notes Leyd. Mus. Yol. XI, p. 47)

being for the rest pretty well applicable to my insect.

Leyden Museum, October 1891.

sides and rounded tip. — Elytra rather finely and irregularly

punctured, having here and there the appearance of being

faintly rugose, and showing traces of faint costae; the shoul-

ders are prominent in consequence of a shallow impression

along the base and a narrow deeper one along the basal por-

tion of the lateral margins. — The under surface is very

densely punctured.


