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XVII. — ON A R E M A R K A B L E POLYNOID-WORM W E B E R I A 
P U S T U L A T A NOV. GEN. NOV. SPEC. FROM THE M A L A Y A N 
ABYSS. 

BY D r . R. H O R S T . — ( W I T H T W O T E X T F I G U R E S ) . 

A t the Stations 45 and 314, north off Soembawa, i n a depth of 694 
and 794 m , the Siboga-expedit ion dredged three specimens of P o l y n o i n a e 
that cannot be identif ied w i t h any species, h i therto described. U n f o r t u n a 
te ly they are somewhat incomplete, for the e l y t r a as w e l l as most of the c i r r i 

are absent. One of the specimens, a 
female conta in ing r ipe eggs, measures 
n e a r l y 20 m m . i n l ength and has 
about 40 segments. T h e head is r o u n 
ded, broader as l ong , prolonged a n 
t e r i o r l y into the two stout basal j o ints 
of the la tera l antennae, that are 
near ly as l ong as the head, whereas 
the i r d is ta l part is on ly a tri f le l o n 
g e r ; the species therefore belongs to 
the group of Lepidonotidae *). F r o m 
the m i d d l e of the head a large basal 
j o i n t of the tentacle arises, 
but its d ista l part is ab- sr 
sent. T h e palps are s tumpy , f \ 
conica l . N o eyes are v i s i -
b le . E a c h segment bears \ : : : : : : ' 

pig, I. a p a p i l l i f o r m tubercle i n 
the m i d d l e of the d o r s u m ; 

this series i n combination w i t h the l o n g i t u d i n a l rows of dorsal 
tubercles, e lytrophores, c i rr iphores and notopodia gives the I 
body a pustulate appearance. T h e parapodia are characterized | 
by the t o t a l a b s e n c e o f a v e n t r a l c i r r u s ; th is organ | 
is on ly present i n the first setigerous segment (the 2 d ) . I t con- | \ 
sists of a rather stout basal part and a distal j o i n t w i t h 
filiform t i p , h a r d l y extending beyond the ex t remi ty of the Fig. 2. 
neuropodium. E a c h parapodium ( F i g . 1) consists of a p a p i l l i 
f orm notopodium, conta in ing only an ac i cu la , and of a m u c h larger neuropo-

1) This Journal Vol . I. p. 3. 
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d i u m , the anterior l i p of w h i c h is rounded, e l l ipso ida l , w i t h an inc is ion i n 
the outer m a r g i n , whereas the smal ler , posterior one is provided w i t h 
several papi l lae . T h e neuropodial fascicle contains four y e l l o w , hook-shaped 
setae, w h i c h are d i la ted beneath the curved apex and prov ided here w i t h 
several ind is t inct , densely crowded, denticulated rows ( F i g . 2). P r e s u m a b l y 
there are 18 pairs of scales, situated on segments 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11 , 13 , 
15 , 17, 19, 21 , 23 , 24, 26, 27, 29 , 30 and 3 2 ; the arrangement of the 
e l y t r a therefore differs f rom that i n other Lepidonot idae , i n most of w h i c h 
the e lytrophore-bear ing segments beh ind the 2 3 1 alternate w i t h two c i r r i -
phore-bear ing ones. E a c h c i r r iphore , l y i n g outwards f rom the series of 
e lytrophores, is connected by a r idge w i t h a dorsal tubercle . 

L e i d e n , N o v e m b e r 1915. 
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