
N O T E O N C L E I S T O S T O M A E D W A R D S I I ( M C L E A Y ) , 

A S O U T H A F R I C A N O C Y P O D I D 

by 

A . M . B U I T E N D I J K 

W i t h 5 textf igures 

Cleistostoma edwardsii ( M c L e a y ) 

Cleistotoma edwardsii M c L e a y , 1838, 111. Z o o l . South A f r i c a by A n d r e w S m i t h , 

v o l . 3, p. 64. 
Cleistotoma edwardsii M c L . , Krauss, 1843, Südafr. Crust., p. 40. 

Cleistostoma edwardsii ( M c L e a y ) , Stebbing, 1910. A n n . South A f r . M u s . , vol . 6, 

p. 328. 

R i j k s m u s e u m van N a t u u r l i j k e H i s t o r i e : 

K n y s n a , September 18, 1938, L . D . Brongersma, 11 $, 3 � 9, 1 young specimen. 

Zoologica l M u s e u m , A m s t e r d a m : 

K n y s n a , September 16—18, 1938, H . Engel , 10 S, 7 9 9, 1 young specimen. 

F i g . 1. Cleistostoma edwardsii, �, dorsal view, X 7. 

M c L e a y says: „Cleistotoma oculis magnis, testâ laevi h a u d pilosâ late­

ribus integris nec granulosis nec postice divergentibus, manibus brevibus; 
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p e d u m p a r i tertio l o n g i o r i , femoribus i n f r a laevibus. N o t e . T h i s species 

comes very near to the Cleistotoma Leachii o f M i l n e E d w a r d s ; but d i f f e r s 

f r o m it i n the surface being altogether smooth. T h e length is four lines." 

K r a u s s adds no further i n f o r m a t i o n and Stebbing states: „ I do not 

k n o w whether M c L e a y ' s species has been since recognised.,, 

T h e mater ia l , collected by D r B r o n g e r s m a and D r E n g e l i n S o u t h 

A f r i c a , contains 33 specimens of a Cleistostoma species, collected at K n y s n a , 

probably Cleistostoma edwardsii M c L e a y . 

G o r d o n (1931, J o u r n . L i n n . Soc. L o n d o n , v o l . 37, p. 550) gives a f igure 

o f the çf pleopods o f Paracleistostoma leachi ( A u d o u i n ) . T h e pleopods 

o f our species d i f f e r f r o m these and f r o m those o f the two other species 

(depressum de M a n and cristatum (Ortmann)) f igured by G o r d o n . 

T h e cf pleopods of longimanum and microcheir (Tweedie, 1937, B u l l . 

R a f f l e s M u s . , No. 13, p. 157—160) are di f ferent too. 

F i g . 2. F i g . 3. F i g . 4. F i g . 5. 

F i g . 2. Cleistostoma edwardsii, 9 , left cheliped, X 14. 
F i g . 3. Cleistostoma edwardsii, $, left cheliped, X 7. 

F i g . 4. Cleistostoma edwardsii, $, t h i r d maxi l l ipeds and distal abdominal segments 

w i t h sternal sutures, X 7. 
F i g . 5. Cleistostoma edwardsii, S , left anterior pleopod, X 12. 

Descr ipt ion . Carapace broad, broader than long, w i t h its lateral margins 

resembling those o f Euplax bosci ( A u d o u i n ) , but the tooth at the external 

angle o f the orbit is broader and more r o u n d e d ; the tooth farther back 

o n the lateral m a r g i n is even more obsolete. T h e surface of the carapace 

is smooth, except f o r a h a i r y " b r a n c h i a l facet''. 
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T h e buccal cavern is short a n d b r o a d ; merus a n d i s c h i u m o f the t h i r d 

m a x i l l i p e d s are both broader than l o n g ; the t h i r d m a x i l l i p e d s quite close 

the m o u t h . T h e basal segment of the palp is broad, its inner and upper 

border f r inged w i t h l o n g hairs . 

Chel ipeds o f the 9 smaller and more slender than any o f the w a l k i n g 

legs. F i n g e r s setose, spooned at the tips and w i d e l y gaping at the base; 

no tooth o n the dactylus. T h e chelipeds o f the cf are m u c h broader, devoid 

o f h a i r a n d w i t h a rather large, blunt tooth near the base o f the dactylus. 

These crabs l ive i n the m u d d y parts o f the shores o f K n y s n a lagoon. 

F o r the d r a w i n g o f f ig . ι — 4 I a m indebted to M r L . P . P o u d e r o y e n . 
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