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X I V . — O N A N E W B I R D O F P A R A D I S E F R O M C E N T R A L N E W 
G U I N E A , F A L C I N E L L U S M E Y E R I A L B I C A N S . 
B Y Dr. E . D. V A N OORT. 

A m o n g the col lect ion of b i rdsk ins brought home b y the t h i r d expe
d i t i on to M o u n t W i l h e l m i n a i n the S n o w Mounta ins of N e w G u i n e a 
there are some specimens, males and females, of a b i r d o f paradise, m u c h 
resembl ing Falcinellus meyeri (F insch) f rom South-east N e w G u i n e a , but 
di f fer ing i n some points. T h e y l i k e l y are representatives of a western 
form of the above-named species, i n h a b i t i n g the h i g h mountains of the 
central part of Nether lands ' N e w G u i n e a . I name this f o r m : 

Falcinellus meyeri albicans nov. subsp. 
T h e adul t male is s i m i l a r to that of meyeri, the l o n g feathers of the 

flanks however are whi te and not pale y e l l o w i s h b r o w n ; the breast is 
more pure o l ive , w i t h less b rown t inge . T h e female m u c h resembles 
that of meyeri, but the colour of the back, upper tai lcoverts and t a i l -
feathers is o l i ve -brown, w i thout rufous t inge . 

T y p e s , cT Q, T r e u b b i v a k (2366 m.) on the T r e u b Mounta ins , J a n u a r y 
30, 1913 and M a r c h 8, 1913. G . Versteeg l eg . , N 0 B 497 and 630. 

T h e expedi t ion has collected near B i j e n k o r f b i v a k , on the southern 
slope of the H e l l w i g Mounta ins at an elevation of ± 1750 m . , a fine 
series of the black form of Falcinellus striatus (Boddaert) , described b y 
M r . R o t h s c h i l d f rom M o u n t G o l i a t h (5000 feet) under the name of Fal
cinellus striatus atratus ( Ibis , 1912, p. 110). M r . R o t h s c h i l d i s r i g h t i n 
treat ing this b i r d as a subspecies of striatus, but this is not the case 
w i t h meyeri, as he has done i n a paper i n the Ib is of 1911 , p. 350. 
T h e females of striatus and atratus are easi ly d ist inguished f rom the 
females of meyeri and albicans b y the coloration of the q u i l l s , the rufous 
colour of the outer webs of the pr imar ies and of the inner webs of the 
secondaries is w a n t i n g i n the latter ones ; also the undersurface is differ
ent, i n striatus and atratus barred b lack and w h i t e , i n meyeri and albi
cans b lack and y e l l o w i s h b r o w n . T h e b i l l i s , also i n the males, of differ
ent shape, i n meyeri and albicans longer and th inner , i n striatus and 
atratus shorter and th i cker . I t h i n k i t more reasonable to treat the four 
forms as two species and two subspecies: 

Falcinellus striatus (Boddaert) , N . W . N e w G u i n e a . 
Falcinellus striatus atratus R o t h s c h i l d , C e n t r a l N e w G u i n e a . 
Falcinellus meyeri (F insch ) , S. E . N e w G u i n e a . 
Falcinellus meyeri albicans V a n Oort , C e n t r a l N e w G u i n e a . 
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