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The new species Coelocraera tuberiventer is described and figured. Its position within the genus Coelo
craera is discussed. 

Introduction 

The m y r m e c o p h i l o u s beetle genus Coelocraera M a r s e u l , 1857, belongs to the sub
fami ly Histerinae, tribe Exosternini , a n d is l i m i t e d to tropical A f r i c a . A t present ten 
species are recognized i n this genus, but a more systematic explorat ion of ants' nests 
i n A f r i c a u n d o u b t e d l y w i l l raise the number of species. The close relat ionship of this 
genus w i t h the genera Coproxenus L e w i s , 1897, a n d Paratropus Gerstaecker, 1867, is 
discussed i n a revis ion of the latter genus (Kanaar, i n press). In the scope of this r e v i 
s ion a single specimen f r o m R u a n d a was s tudied that after some hesitation was 
attributed to the genus Coelocraera a n d that appeared to be n e w to science. The termi
nology used i n the f o l l o w i n g descr ipt ion is the same as i n the above-mentioned rev i 
s ion a n d is there expla ined. 

Description 

Coelocraera tuberiventer spec. nov . 
(figs 1-8) 

Material.— Ruanda: Holotype, 8 (Musee Royal de l'Afrique centrale, Tervuren, MRAC), left middle 
leg but for the trochanter and many tarsal segments missing, [white label, printed:] "8"; [white label, 
printed:] "I.R.S.A.C- MUS. C O N G O / Ruanda: Foret Rugege/ 2100 m. 111-1951/ N . Leleup"; [white 
label, written in Therond's hand:] "Paratropus I sp. ?"; [red label, printed and handwritten:] " H O L O -
TYPUS/ Coelocraera/ tuberiventer/ sp. n. / P. Kanaar des. 1995". 

L e n g t h (without head, p r o p y g i d i u m a n d p y g i d i u m ) 2.0 m m , w i d t h 1.7 m m , 
height 1.1 m m ; shape ova l , moderately convex, d u l l shiny b y intense shagreening. 
C o l o u r b r o w n , legs, antennae and p y g i d i u m ferrugineous. 

H e a d (fig. 3) .— C l y p e u s transversely concave, i n m a r k e d angle w i t h front. Fronta l 
stria complete, distinct, r o u n d e d , s l ight ly s inuous b e h i n d lateral sides of clypeus, 
front not impressed. Vertex s l ight ly convex, w i t h distinct, moderately dense double 
punctat ion, the secundary points barely vis ible i n the dense interstit ial microret icula-
t ion. Eyes little protuberant i n dorsal v i e w , supraorbi ta l striae divergent to the front, 
occipital stria absent. 

P r o n o t u m (fig. 1).— A b o u t 1.8 times w i d e r than l o n g i n the m e d i a n l ine, moder 
ately convex; at either side a large sha l low impress ion is present at some distance 
posteromedial of the anterolateral angles, w h i c h are not impressed. N o antescutellar 
impress ion . A n t e r i o r emarginat ion deep, s l ight ly b is inuous i n dorsal v i e w . Lateral 
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Figs 1-8, Coelocraera tuberiventer spec, nov., 8 holotype. Fig. 1, dorsal view (in part); fig. 2, ventral 
view (in part); fig. 3, head (dorsal view); fig. 4, left protibia (inner face); fig. 5, right mesotibia (outer 
face); fig. 6, left metatibia (outer face); fig. 7, eighth sternite, ventral view; fig. 8, aedeagus, right lateral 
view. Scale lines 0.5 mm; left figs 1-2, right figs 3-8. 
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striae fine, continuous w i t h complete anterior stria. M a r g i n a l striae indist inct b y 
microret iculat ion, ascending above the antennal fossae. Pronota l disc w i t h a distinct, 
moderately dense double punctat ion, the p r i m a r y points gradual ly smaller towards 
sides a n d anterior m a r g i n , the secundary points barely vis ible i n the interstitial micro 
reticulation. 

E l y t r a (fig. 1) w i t h sparse punctulat ion, interspaces intensely shagreened b y 
microret iculat ion. M a r g i n a l epipleura l striae a n d epipleura l striae w e l l vis ible , the lat
ter impressed. M a r g i n a l elytral striae e n d i n g near the posterolateral e lytral angles. 
External subhumera l striae complete, s l ight ly car in i form. Course of the other puncta-
to-crenulate striae: f ig . 1. Four th , f i f th a n d sutural striae s l ight ly broadened, h a v i n g a 
geminate appearance. 

P r o p y g i d i u m a n d p y g i d i u m w i t h scarce punctula t ion a n d dense interstitial 
microret iculat ion l ike the elytra. M a r g i n a l stria of p y g i d i u m very fine a n d i l l -v is ib le 
w i t h i n the microret iculat ion. 

Pros ternum (fig. 2) .— Finely punctate, points almost invis ib le b y intense microre
t iculat ion. Lobe of average length, strongly deflexed, r o u n d e d i n front, w i t h w e l l 
impressed complete m a r g i n a l stria, that is broadly su lc i form towards base. Prosternal 
keel s l ight ly convex i n lateral v i e w , carinal striae fine, divergent both anteriorly a n d 
posteriorly, more or less fused i n the m e d i a n part. Lateral prosternal striae very short, 
basal. Lateral marg ina l prosternal striae deep, f r o m the base divergent anteriorly. 

M e s o - a n d metas ternum.— Striation: f ig . 2; meso- a n d metasternal discs sparsely 
punctulate, the interspaces w i t h distinct microret iculat ion. Inner lateral metasternal 
striae sulc i form, at their m e d i a l side accompanied b y a r o w of points . Metasternal 
disc w i t h a distinct elevation at either side of the m e d i a n l ine near the m i d d l e ; meta
s ternum depressed between these elevations. Moreover , there is a s m a l l m e d i a n 
tubercle at the h i n d m a r g i n . Parts of metasternum lateral f r o m the inner lateral meta
sternal striae w i t h distinct, moderately sparse points (not s h o w n i n the figure), about 
equal i n size to the points a long the inner lateral metasternal striae. 

First v is ible a b d o m i n a l sternite w i t h a basal r o w of points, a n d a scarce punctu la 
t ion i n a densely microret iculated b a c k g r o u n d . Posterior m a r g i n w i t h o u t r o w of 
points . 

Protibiae (fig. 4) barely broadened, m i d d l e - a n d hindtibiae (figs 5-6) paral le l , their 
upper margins w i t h l o n g y e l l o w hairs instead of spines. 

A e d e a g u s . — F i g . 8; e ighth sternite: f ig . 7. 
E t y m o l o g y . — The name of this species refers to the tuberous metasternum. 

D i s c u s s i o n 

Female u n k n o w n . It might be that the metasternal elevations at either side of the 
m e d i a n l ine are mere male characters. B y the absence of the occipital stria, the pecu
l iar f o r m of the m i d d l e a n d hind-t ibiae a n d the queerly shaped metasternum this spe
cies cannot be placed w i t h i n the genus Paratropus. O n the other h a n d it does not s h o w 
the deep sulc i form external subhumera l striae a n d the car in i form dorsal interstriae of 
the type-species Coelocraera costifera M a r s e u l , 1857. H o w e v e r , Degal l ier (1983), i n his 
s tudy of the genera Coelocraera M a r s e u l , 1857, a n d Coproxenus L e w i s , 1897, d i d not 
attach m u c h weight to these characters, as they appear to v a r y f r o m one species to 
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another. The clypeus of the n e w species has a m a r k e d angle w i t h the front, a charac
ter that is constant i n a l l k n o w n Coelocraera species as stressed b y Degal l ier . 
Degal l ier 's key (1983) can be adapted as fo l lows to insert the n e w species: 

1. Stries et interstries elytrales ne formant pas des carenes elevees; strie 
subhumerale ne formant pas u n p r o f o n d s i l l o n Ibis 

1'. Stries et interstries elytrales formant des carenes elevees; strie subhumerale for
mant u n p r o f o n d s i l l o n 3 

Ibis . D i s q u e d u metasternum sans 5 stries longitudinales 
Coelocraera tuberiventer sp. nov . 

Ibis ' . D i s q u e d u metasternum avec 5 stries longitudinales 2 
2. (et cetera) 
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