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The merits of Prof. Wim Vervoort in the field of hydrozoan taxonomy are evaluated. His solid scien
tific approach, productivity, encyclopedic knowledge, modesty and other virtues are noted. Thanks to 
his work and efforts, the Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum at Leiden now accommodates by far 
the most important modern collection of hydroids in the world. 

"Show me the evidence, and I shall examine it and form a conclusion." ( W i m Vervoort) . 

M o s t of W i m Vervoort ' s scientific research has been taxonomie, and r o u g h l y half 
of this has been o n the taxonomy of thecate h y d r o i d s . H i s w o r k has been charac
terised b y integrity, thoroughness, accurate perception, and a readiness to change his 
m i n d immediate ly i n the l ight of fresh evidence. H i s manifestation of these talents 
has been a sh in ing example to m y o w n scientific struggles for the past 35 years. I a m 
one of the m a n y w h o have direct ly benefited f r o m his quiet reiteration, b y example, 
of these fundamenta l tenets of scientific procedure. A d d to this a cont inuous and 
u n f a i l i n g friendliness a n d scientific esprit de corps, a n d w e have the most valuable of 
colleagues. A l t h o u g h W i m and I are about 25 years apart i n age, I have never for one 
moment felt shy of ta lk ing w i t h h i m o n scientific matters or o n any other. L i k e m a n y 
w h o have reached the top of their profession, he reaches d o w n to those just starting. 

Someone must have recognised Vervoort ' s talent w h e n he was at the very start of 
his career, for w h i l e he was w o r k i n g towards his Master 's a n d Doctorate theses o n 
copepods he was also curator of invertebrates other than mol luscs a n d arthropods at 
the R i j k s m u s e u m v a n Natuur l i jke His tor ie . A s if this wasn ' t enough, he simultane
ously embarked o n the h y d r o i d v o l u m e i n the ' F a u n a v a n N e d e r l a n d ' series (Ver
voort, 1946). Such treatises are typica l ly wr i t ten f o l l o w i n g a l ifetime's experience i n a 
group, but W i m d i d his at the very start. A l l these substantial w o r k s were p u r s u e d 
d u r i n g the very di f f icul t w a r years (1940-1945), a n d d u r i n g an occupat ion w h i c h is 
r ight ly seen as one of the most terrible i n the history of warfare. Let us recall that not 
just w o r k i n g facilities i n the M u s e u m , but food s u p p l y a n d personal safety them
selves, were severely compromised . Indeed, the battle the staff h a d w i t h the authori 
ties over the protection of Jewish staff members culminated i n the ult imate dismissa l 
of the latter. Qui te probably these a p p a l l i n g vicissi tudes contributed to the death i n 
1946, for example, of poor Gustav Stiasny: W i m was a m o n g those w h o he lped h i m 
survive this long , a n d he later wrote his obituary i n 'Zoologische M e d e d e l i n g e n ' . The 
story of what went o n i n a n d a r o u n d the R i j k s m u s e u m d u r i n g the w a r years, w h e n 
W i m V e r v o o r t was approximately 23-28 years of age, is largely u n t o l d . W i m himself , 
I suspect through modesty, has a lways been reticent to talk about it. 
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Vervoort ' s 'Fauna v a n N e d e r l a n d ' v o l u m e was o n l y his t h i r d publ ica t ion o n the 
group. Nevertheless, it stood out a m o n g exist ing N o r t h - W e s t E u r o p e a n one-country 
h y d r o i d w o r k s of the per iod , bo th before a n d after, i n the depth of its taxonomie 
analysis a n d i n its accuracy (cf. Broch, 1928; K r a m p , 1935; L e l o u p , 1952). Sweden, 
N o r w a y , U K , a n d France h a d essentially h a d no h y d r o i d guides for the previous 50 
years or more, and only one was near Vervoort ' s i n qual i ty (L inko , 1911; 1912). O n e 
w o u l d have considered Vervoort ' s w o r t h y of a m a n 50 years older, w o r k i n g i n a 
peaceful environment . Its excellence presaged t w o major achievements i n W i m V e r 
voort 's life: the h i g h qual i ty of his subsequent taxonomie w o r k , and his eventual ly 
becoming director of the D u t c h ' R i j k s m u s e u m v a n Natuur l i jke His tor ie ' . 

A list of Vervoort ' s h y d r o i d papers to the e n d of 1986 is already available (Ver
voort, 1987). A recent list of them appears elsewhere i n this v o l u m e (van Bruggen); 
and another i n Vervoort ' s (1995) o w n b ib l iography of h y d r o i d literature, ment ioned 
again be low. Strangely, f o l l o w i n g the 'Fauna v a n N e d e r l a n d ' v o l u m e he p r o d u c e d 
rather few synoptic w o r k s o n h y d r o i d s . There have been some, a n d they have been 
major contributions; but almost a l l his subsequent papers have been reports o n expe
d i t i o n and regional collections. These have i n c l u d e d innumerable nove l observations 
on a mul t i tude of species f rom a great range of marine habitats and regions w o r l d 
w i d e . D u r i n g the process he has gradual ly accumulated, i n Le iden , b y far the best ref
erence collection of m o d e r n h y d r o i d material i n the w o r l d . It w i l l be a treasure for 
future generations, be ing both authoritat ively ident i f ied a n d clearly documented. The 
devot ion and excellent assistance of his assistant M a c h i e i Slierings, w h o has carefully 
curated the collection as Vervoor t has bui l t it u p , has been of paramount importance: 
these things are not automatic. 

D u r i n g these extensive studies W i m V e r v o o r t has acquired b y far the most 
detailed a n d authoritative k n o w l e d g e of h y d r o i d species w o r l d - w i d e that there has 
yet been. N o t on ly this: he has documented and publ i shed his f indings , so that they 
are available for the w o r l d to see. It goes almost w i t h o u t saying that nearly a l l his 
publicat ions have been i n Engl i sh : but then, he is D u t c h ! H i s E n g l i s h varies between 
extremely good to absolutely perfect. O f a l l the foreigners I have met w h o speak m y 
o w n language, his E n g l i s h is u n d o u b t e d l y the best. Yet he has never l i v e d , or even 
studied, i n an Engl ish-speaking country except o n trips of just a few weeks. E v e n 
a m o n g a nat ion of l inguists , he stands head a n d shoulders above the c r o w d . 

In h y d r o i d taxonomy W i m V e r v o o r t has been i n a class of his o w n . T h o u g h m a n y 
have w o r k e d w i t h h i m o n the fauna of single areas no-one has come close to his 
supreme k n o w l e d g e of the species-level taxonomy of h y d r o i d s w o r l d - w i d e . H i s 
k n o w l e d g e of the literature is encyclopedic. H i s 1995 b ib l iography of a l l publ icat ions 
ment ioning h y d r o i d s a n d hydromedusae l isted approximate ly 8500 publicat ions! I 
was fortunate to be g i v e n b y W i m a pre-publ icat ion draft of his b ib l iography o n d isk 
w h e n prepar ing m y o w n regional h y d r o i d w o r k i n the early 1990s. Thus I k n o w its 
great value, and I hope it w i l l r emain available o n disk. 

There is not space for a detailed analysis of Vervoort ' s h y d r o i d w o r k s . V a n 
Bruggen (this volume) has enumerated the species and genera he has proposed, so 
that on ly some general comment need be made. H i s taxonomie accounts are charac
terised b y large, clear, unequivoca l d r a w i n g s made direct ly f r o m specimens b y cam
era luc ida , the clearest that there are of this g r o u p of animals . H i s descriptions are 
accurate a n d detailed, a n d comprise b y far the greatest b u l k of his papers: he has 
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i n c l u d e d little embell ishment gleaned f r o m mere literature lists a n d the l ike . Yet their 
discussion sections have been exhaustive w h e n necessary. It is rare indeed for Ver 
voort to miss a p u b l i s h e d article o n a topic, or to misconceive a point . Despite this, he 
w o u l d be the first to say that one s h o u l d not automatical ly rely o n his publ i shed 
o p i n i o n ; and r ight ly so of course. Yet i n more than 20 years w o r k i n g o n the same 
group I have f o u n d far fewer points to criticise i n W i m ' s w o r k than i n that of any 
other colleague. There have, i n fact, been very few indeed. 

W i m is a p o w e r f u l yet k i n d l y m a n . O n m y first visi t to L e i d e n i n the 1970s, o n 
entering his office, I was offered a choice of three k i n d s of cigarette or, if I w i s h e d , a 
smal l cigar: but, l ike me, W i m thoroughly detested the habit of s m o k i n g ! H e kept this 
var ied s u p p l y just for visitors. This k i n d of attention to the detailed needs of guests 
entirely characterises h i m . H e senses what y o u need, whether t r iv ia l or not; quiet ly 
ensures that y o u have it; and as soon as possible gets d o w n to the scientific business 
i n hand . 

But it is his approach to science that is so impressive. I once suggested to h i m that 
what he h a d described as three species, i n l ine w i t h a l l o p i n i o n of the previous 100 
years or so, was i n fact one. H e was already about 58 and Director of the M u s e u m , 
whereas I was only 32 a n d h a d just p u b l i s h e d m y first t w o papers o n h y d r o i d s . I was 
chal lenging established o p i n i o n i n a w a y that m a n y might have seen as incautious. 
But his immediate , and honestly meant, reply was " W e l l , s h o w me the evidence, and 
I shal l examine it and f o r m a conc lus ion" . I have heard this phrase f r o m his l ips sev
eral times since. Sometimes he has been w r o n g , more often I have been w r o n g . But if 
he has been w r o n g , he has instantly changed his v i e w , and readi ly said so. A l w a y s , 
assessment of the issue before h i m is unfettered b y pr ide . W i t h W i m , pursui t of truth 
completely obliterates any desire to be personal ly seen as correct. H i s readiness to 
change his m i n d is not a weakness, as some might see it i n themselves: it is a tower
i n g strength. This, the most valuable of scientific faculties, is the aspect of W i m w h i c h 
I admire the most. 
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