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Research o n Bulgar ian fossil smal l m a m m a l s h a d a relatively late start a n d it was 
researchers f r o m ne ighbour ing countries w h o p u b l i s h e d the first few studies. The first 
fossi l shrew, Crocidura sp. , was ment ioned b y J a k u b o w s k i & K r a s z e w s k i (1972). It was 
f o u n d i n the southeastern part of Bulgar ia at Sarafovo, a local i ty of probably Pliocene 
age. A decade later, R z e b i k - K o w a l s k a (1982) a n d Horáček (1982a, b) described shrews 
a n d moles f r o m Late Pleistocene localities. Then, i n 1984, one of us (VP) started to s tudy 
fossil insectivores f rom his country. The majority of Bulgarian fossil insectivores are Pleis

tocene (Popov, 1988,1989,1994b, 2000) a n d are not further considered herein. Pliocene 
insectivores are k n o w n f r o m three localities, elaborated d u r i n g the late 1980s a n d 1990s. 
There are no Miocene f inds so far. 

The oldest B u l g a r i a n insectivores come f r o m the E a r l y Pliocene ( M N 1 4 b ) lacus

trine deposits of D o r k o v o . The paper descr ib ing mater ia l f r o m this local i ty (Thomas 
et al., 1986) contains o n l y a p r e l i m i n a r y l ist of insectivores, w h i c h w a s prepared b y 
C . G . Rümke. A recent rev is ion of the mater ia l (Popov, herein) reveals that Mygalinia 
sp. s h o u l d be e l iminated f r o m the l ist ; a revised l ist of the D o r k o v o fauna is presented 
herein. The other t w o localit ies are karst fissure f i l l ings ; M u s e l i e v o (Popov, 1994a, 
2004b) a n d Varshets (Popov, 2001, 2003, 2004a). G i v e n the pauc i ty of localit ies, the list 
of B u l g a r i a n Neogene foss i l insectivores is s t i l l rather incomplete w h e n c o m p a r e d to 
other E u r o p e a n countries. 

A l l the material l isted i n this paper is stored at the Institute of Z o o l o g y of the B u l 

garian A c a d e m y of Sciences i n Sofia ( IZBAS) , except for the material f r o m Sarafovo, of 
w h i c h the whereabouts are u n k n o w n . 
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Insectivore faunas in the Neogene of Bulgaria 

M N 14 

Dorkovo 

Location - Pazardj ik district. 

Stratigraphy - Ear ly Pliocene. 

Literature - Thomas et al. (1986). 

Insectivores - Talpidae: Archaeodesmana sp. , Desmana cf. verestchagini Topachevsky, 
1961, Talpa minor Freudenberg, 1914, Desmanella cf. dubia R u m k e , 1976. Soricidae: Asoricu-
lus gibberodon (Petényi, 1864), Mafia csarnotensis Reumer, 1984, Deinsdorfia cf. kerkhoffi 
Reumer, 1995, Deinsdorfia cf. janossyi Reumer, 1984, Petenyia hungarica K o r m o s , 1934, Sorex 
(size S. minutus L innaeus , 1766) 

Taxonomic descriptions - R u m k e (in Thomas et al. 1986) gave a p r e l i m i n a r y list of the 
insectivores. Deinsdorfia, Mafia a n d Asoriculus are a d d e d herein, f o l l o w i n g a revis ion of 
the fauna b y one of us (VP) . Petenyia sp. is here i n c l u d e d i n Petenyia hungarica, Dibolia 
sp. is changed into Archaeodesmana sp. (see remarks of C i u p e r c e n i - 1 , R o m a n i a a n d 
Podlesice, Po land in Rzeb ik -Kowalska , 2005a, b) a n d Talpa sp. is identif ied as Talpa minor. 
Mygalinia sp. in Thomas et al. (1986) was not encountered a n d m a y have n o w been i n 
c l u d e d i n Desmanella cf. dubia. 

Storage of material - I Z - B A S . 

M N 15 

Muselievo 

Location - Highest terrace of the O s a m River, P leven district, northern Bulgar ia . 

Stratigraphy - Ear ly Pliocene, Late Rusc in ian . 

Literature - P o p o v (1994a, 2004b). 

Insectivores - Talpidae: Talpa minor Freudenberg, 1914. Soricidae: Asoriculus gibbero
don (Petényi, 1864), Blarinoides mariae S u l i m s k i , 1959, Mafia cf. csarnotensis Reumer, 1984, 
Deinsdorfia kordosi Reumer, 1984. 

Taxonomic descriptions - P o p o v (1994a) gave a p r e l i m i n a r y list of species, w h i c h were 
subsequently described b y P o p o v (2004b). In the latter paper Episoriculus gibberodon 
was changed into Asoriculus gibberodon a n d Talpa cf. csarnotana into Talpa minor. 

Storage of material - I Z - B A S . 
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M N 17 

Varshets 

Location - Prebalkan region, nor th Bulgar ia . 

Stratigraphy - Late Pliocene, Late V i l l a n y i a n . 

Literature - P o p o v (2001,2003,2004a). 

Insectivores - Erinaceidae: Erinaceus cf. lechei K o r m o s , 1934. Talpidae: Desmana cf. po-
lonica (Pashkov & Topachevsky, 1990), Talpa cf. levantis Thomas , 1906, Scalopoides? cf. 
copernici Skoczen, 1980, Quyania aff. polonica (Skoczen, 1980). Soricidae: Asoriculus gib
berodon (Petényi, 1864), Mafia aff. csarnotensis Reumer, 1984, Beremendia fissidens (Petényi, 
1864), Petenyia hungarica K o r m o s , 1934, Sorex cf. minutus L innaeus , 1766, Sorex runtonen-
sis H i n t o n , 1911. 

Taxonomic descriptions - P o p o v gave descriptions of the Soricidae (2003) a n d of the 
Erinaceidae a n d the Talpidae (2004a). Storch & Qiu (1983) noted the similarity of Neurotri-
chus? polonicus Skoczen, 1980 to Quyania chowi Storch & Qiu, 1983. However, in the absence 
of a complete anterior dentition for the Polish species, they did not change the original qualifica
tion. Popov (2004a) did place material resembling the Polish species in Quyania, although Rze
bik-Kowalska (2005a) kept the species under its original classification for the Polish material. 

Storage of material - I Z - B A S . 

Sarafovo 

Location - Burgas district , south-east Bulgar ia . 

Stratigraphy - Pliocene? 

Literature - J a k u b o w s k i & K r a s z e w s k i (1972). 

Insectivores - Soricidae: Crocidura sp. 

Taxonomic descriptions - J a k u b o w s k i & K r a s z e w s k i (1972) described the single m a n 
dible be longing to Crocidura. 

Storage of material - not k n o w n . 
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