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A n overview is given of the symposia on the Cultural Heritage in Geosciences, Mining and Metallurgy. 

Shortly after the fal l of the B e r l i n w a l l , Peter Schmidt , l ibrar ian i n the Rare Books 
Department of Freiberg's Technical U n i v e r s i t y and Lieselotte Jontes, l ibrary director 
of the U n i v e r s i t y of Leoben, started their first talks to establish a s y m p o s i u m o n 
C u l t u r a l Heritage. In 1993 the First International S y m p o s i u m o n C u l t u r a l Heritage i n 
Geosciences, M i n i n g and M e t a l l u r g y was h e l d i n Freiberg, Saxony (Fig. 1). It was for 
the first t ime a get-together of geoscientists and m i n i n g scientists, w h o were interested 
i n the history of their disc ipl ine (Fig. 2). The s y m p o s i u m gave a def in i t ion of the pos i 
t ion of these sciences. Librar ians , archivists, muse um s curators a n d interested people 
f r o m other discipl ines took part, an exchange of opinions began to f l o w . 

This very successful first s y m p o s i u m was f o l l o w e d b y the second one i n Leoben 
(Austria) i n 1995. The general theme of this s y m p o s i u m was " A r t and culture i n m i n i n g 
and geosciences". The b a c k g r o u n d for this theme was the r i ch collection i n the Leoben 
U n i v e r s i t y l ibrary, where pictures of m i n i n g places, w o r k s i n the mines, traditions of 
miners have been collected. Therefore this s y m p o s i u m was accompanied b y a very 
fine exhibi t ion o n these topics f r o m the funds of the U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y . 

The t h i r d s y m p o s i u m was h e l d i n St. Petersburg, Russ ia , i n 1997. The famous 
M i n i n g Institute was host ing the congress, m a n y colleagues f r o m different countries, 
but especially f r o m Russia and the southeast E u r o p e a n countries were part ic ipat ing. 
The S lovakian m i n i n g t o w n Banská Stiavnica was host ing the fourth congress i n 1998. 
The general theme was " W o r l d m i n i n g education traditions". In Banska Stiavnica was 
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one of the w o r l d ' s oldest m i n i n g univer
sities, the organization of the educat ion 
of miners started i n this t o w n , therefore 
it was a g o o d place to talk about these 
topics. 

The f i f th congress brought us to the 
U n i t e d States, to G o l d e n (CO) w i t h its 
famous C o l o r a d o School of M i n e s . This 
o l d m i n i n g t o w n i n the A m e r i c a n West, 
where i n former times the g o l d r u s h 
brought lots of people to the country , 
gave n e w topics, n e w colleagues a n d a 
very different s u r r o u n d i n g . 

A s a contrast, the s ixth S y m p o s i u m 
was h e l d i n the smal l S lovenian m i n i n g 
t o w n of Idrija, where the famous mer
cury mine is st i l l w o r k i n g . V e r y appro
priately, the general theme at this con
gress was "Occupat ional health and eco
logical aspects of m i n i n g " . 

The Seventh E r b e - S y m p o s i u m , at 
w h i c h this paper was presented, was 
h e l d i n the Nat ionaa l Natuurhis tor i sch 
M u s e u m Natura l i s i n L e i d e n a n d p r o 
v i d e d the s u r r o u n d i n g for our tenth 
anniversary. It is m y hope, that these F i S- *· S i 8 n announcing the first Erbe Symposium 
symposia o n cul tural heritage w i l l con- a t t h e Bergakademie Freiberg, 
t inue, a n d thus the r i ch tradi t ion of 
miners, metallurgists and geologists w i l l be preserved, h e l p i n g y o u n g workers and 
scientists to better understand their profession. 

W e are l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to our next (8th) E r b e - S y m p o s i u m i n Schwaz i n T y r o l , 3-7 
October, 2005, w h i c h D r . Hauser w i l l be organiz ing (Hauser, 2003). The o l d m i n i n g 
t o w n Schwaz i n T y r o l w i l l host - so I hope - a lot of our c o m m u n i t y . A s a resume I 
w o u l d l ike to say, that those s y m p o s i a have made the scientific c o m m u n i t y a bit 
r icher, w e ourselves have got a lot of n e w friends not on ly i n the f ie ld of science, but 
real fr iends i n our l i fe . I do hope, that the Erbe -sympos ia w i l l s t i l l go o n , that 
younger people w i l l b r i n g n e w ideas, n e w enthusiasm to our group, so that the idea 
to preserve the cul tura l heritage i n the fields of geosciences a n d m i n i n g a n d metal lur
gical sciences w i l l be carried on. 

T h e proceedings 

A l l the sympos ia l e d to proceedings volumes , to keep i n m i n d the lectures that 
were h e l d at the congress. It was the merit of T i l l f r i e d Cernajsek a n d C h r i s t o p h 
Hauser f r o m the Geologica l Survey of A u s t r i a , to p u b l i s h the first three s y m p o s i u m 
volumes . They took their t ime, their k n o w l e d g e a n d last but not least a large amount 
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Fig. 2. Participants of the first Erbe Symposium at the grave of Abraham Gottlob Werner (1749-1817) 
in Feiberg. 

of the budget of their inst i tution, to pr int those volumes . The first one, the Freiberg 
v o l u m e (Cernajsek et al, 1996), was the most di f f icul t one, because there was such a 
lot of articles, a n d Peter Schmidt , the m a i n organizer of this s y m p o s i u m , h a d his 
thoughts already o n the next project he was p l a n n i n g . So the t w o colleagues f r o m 
V i e n n a and people f rom the l ibrary i n Leoben were the workers i n this f ie ld. The second 
proceedings v o l u m e (Cernajsek et al, 1997) was not so di f f icul t to edit, there was some 
money left and the call for papers was done efficiently. The St. Petersburg proceedings 
were more dif f icult (Cernajsek & Hauser , 2000), colleagues f r o m Russia thought, that 
the book of abstracts w o u l d meet a l l the needs of the participants. D r s Cernajsek a n d 
Hauser got as m a n y manuscripts as possible for the t h i r d v o l u m e , but it contains on ly 
a sample f r o m the m a n y papers presented. 
In Banská Stiavnica (the former Schemnitz) Elena Kas iarova a n d M a r i a S ikorova 
(1999) publ i shed the v o l u m e nicely w i t h the help of the colleagues f r o m Leoben a n d 
V i e n n a to translate abstracts and articles. In G o l d e n , Joanne L e r u d d i d the edi t ing of 
the proceedings of the meeting at G o l d e n (CO) w i t h the help of her colleagues (Lerud 
et al, 2001). The Idrija v o l u m e was beaut i ful ly p u b l i s h e d (Dizdarevic & Peljhan, 2003) 
and very q u i c k l y so it c o u l d be presented at the S y m p o s i u m i n L e i d e n . 
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T h e Peter S c h m i d t A w a r d 

A s a n e w a n d interest ing feature, i n G o l d e n the T e t e r S c h m i d t A w a r d ' was i n 

augurated. It is g i v e n to people, w h o i n m e m o r y of Peter Schmidt 's w o r k support the 

aims of cul tural heritage. 

The first one to get the a w a r d was Lieselotte Jontes, w h o together w i t h Peter 

Schmidt init iated the Erbesymposia . In Idrija the a w a r d was g i v e n to Ti l l f r i ed Cernaj

sek and C h r i s t o p h Hauser . They d i d a lot for the p r i n t i n g of the proceedings volumes 

and p l a y e d a major role i n the organizat ion of the congresses. In L e i d e n , the a w a r d 

was presented to Joanne L e r u d for the excellent w a y i n w h i c h she organised the Fif th 

S y m p o s i u m a n d publ i shed its Proceedings (Winkler Prins , 2004). 
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